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TESL Ottawa Co-Presidents' Report

Happy New Year and welcome to 2010. Also welcome to our first online edition of the TESL
Ottawa Newsletter. The TESL Executive hopes that you enjoy reading this edition and we
welcome your comments and participation by contributing articles. We are pleased to have
Delia Belda as our webmaster this year. She has been doing a great job in revamping the site
and keeping it current. Please visit the website from time to time and send us your comments
on how we can improve it and make it more relevant to your needs.

At the Annual General Meeting last May, it was decided to host three half day professional
development workshops throughout the year, rather than concentrating on a full day conference
in the spring. We are pleased to say the fall event - Harvesting Ideas - was a great success.
It was held at Immaculata High School on October 17th and featured a meet and greet coffee
break, a book swap and 3 stimulating workshops -- Computers in ESL; Wading Through
Authentic Language: Computer-based Corpora and Their Application to Language
Teaching; and Developing Listening Strategies. A big thanks to the presenters, the
organizing committee, those who volunteered and a special thanks to Joan Brodie for co-
ordinating the event. Our next Saturday workshop will be held on February 27 at Immaculata
High School from 8:30 - 12:45 and will focus on building skills for teachers and students. The
workshops will include Teaching Vocabulary by Carolyn Wood and the Centre for Canadian
Language Benchmarks will do a workshop titled Language for Work: CLB and Essential
Skills for ESL Instructors. In addition we will have Reza Mazoloom-Farzaghy, Certification
Co-ordinator, TESL Ontario as our featured speaker.

We know many of you have expressed concerns about the changes to TESL Ontario
membership and recertification fees. The TESL Ottawa executive committee shares these
concerns with you, and wrote a letter to TESL Ontario on behalf of the membership asking for
clarification. TESL Ontario responded to us. Both of these letters are posted on our website
and we urge you to read them. TESL Ottawa has sent another letter asking for further
clarification, but to date we have not heard back. Reza Mazloom-Farzaghy, the TESL Ontario
Board member responsible for Certification, will be giving a presentation on behalf of TESL
Ontario at our February workshop. So if you have questions, this will be your opportunity to ask
them and make your concerns known. Also, you can send your questions and concerns directly
to TESL Ontario --- www.teslontario.org .

The Annual TESL Ontario Conference was held in Toronto in December. A large contingent
of members from Ottawa enjoyed the 3 day event and came back with new ideas and refreshed
for the next term of teaching. TESL Ottawa provided bursaries to two individuals, Marian Holley
and Michael Rousseau under our annual Joan White Bursary program. You can read their

Visit our website athttp://www.teslottawa.ca Page2




impressions and summaries of some workshops in our online newsletter. We offer
congratulations to Carolyn Wood for receiving the TESL Ontario Pin for Service Excellence
in ESL which was presented by Maria Barczyk at the annual dinner at the Conference.

Carolyn's dedication to the profession throughout her career here in Ottawa has made her a
most deserving recipient of this honour.

Finally, we welcome your feedback on the workshops, newsletters, letters to TESL Ontario or on
any teaching issues. The executive committee exists to represent its members and we
appreciate any input.

See you at the workshop on February 27th at Immaculata. Be sure to check the website for
further updates.

Cheryl Barber
Maria Barczyk
Co- Presidents

ORAUGZ2NINA wSL2 NI

Welcome to the first online issue of TESL Ottawa Newsletter.

Like many other organizations we have decided to stop publishing the printed version of our
Newsletter. Printing and mailing it to you was costly. It involved many hours of work and we
simply couldndét handle it anymore with our |

It has been very difficult to coordinate timing of some reports and last minutes announcements
with the printerds deadline.

Thanks to our Webmaster i Delia Belda- we have a functioning site and we are planning to use
it extensively to inform you about the current issues and publish some articles.

Please check the Newsletter link to find them. In this issue you will find again our In the
Spotlight column, a book review and the Executive Committee reports. You can also read
about two winners of the Joan White Bursary experience at the Toronto Conference. You
will find information about our February PD Event.
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We are looking for more authors. Please share your knowledge and experience with us,

review a teaching material or a book that brought you a new perspective on the other
cultures.

We are also looking for pictures from your classrooms, school celebrations and field trips.

See you at our website. If you want to publish something please send it to my e-mail:
maria.barczyk@gmail.com

Have a Happy and Healthy New Year 2010! (HHHHH! []@

Maria Barczyk
Editor >

Membership Report

As TESL Canada, TESL Ontario, and TESL Ottawa undergo organizational changes, and
despite rising costs, the Ottawa Affiliate continues to maintain its numbers and grow above the
450 mark. Early January saw our membership reach above, stabilizing at 452.

We hope to increase our membership in 2010.

Crystal Kiez
Membership Secretary
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In The Spotlight

English Language Tutoring for the
Ottawa Community (ELTOC)

By Maria Barczyk in conversation with JanechNolls
¢ ELTOC ESL Education Counsellor

I n the | ast Opaper [
(Spring 2009) we published an article written
by two ELTOC students i Piyong Yan and
Yuemei Fang, who reported their experience
of working with one of the ELTOC tutors-
Maryanne Taylor.

This fall, I met Jane Nicholls and asked her
to provide a more complete profile of this
unique program that has been operating in
Ottawa since 1992.

Art Stinson founded ELTOC in 1991 after a

st u dBeopldi Who Fall Through the
Cracksd0 i ded mtsubs$tantial number of

i mmi grants, who c éaseddn 6
ESL programs due to a variety of issues in

their lives.

As a LINC program, it is funded by CIC and
offers all levels, from Literacy to LINC 7. The
most popular levels are LINC 1 to 3.

Jane and two other Education Counsellors
are working at the small downtown office.
They recruit and train volunteers, provide
educational materials, conduct need
assessment, and maintain regular contact
with tutors and their students.

S S

On average, ELTOC has about 100 students
(usually less during the summer). Students
enrolled in ELTOC present a wide spectrum
of needs i from the elderly to expecting
mothers. Many students cannot attend
regular classes because of health problems,
lack of child care for their babies and
kindergarten- age- children, or long working
hours. Some literacy students find it very
helpful to have a one-on-one tutor, even
though they attend an ESL or LINC program
somewhere else. 80-85% of students are
man e they, aecaligys, Qacheg wite ,

o
gma e tutors.

Tutors come from different walks of life.
Many stay with the organization for a long
time and often tutor more than one student.
ELTOC asks the volunteers to commit to 2
hours a week for a 6 month period. Five
times a year they organize a 12- hour

orientation session open only to the
screened applicants. Volunteers who have
ESL training donot hav

are offered in the evenings or on Saturdays.
Like their students, the tutors represent
different age groups and variety of
Fackgrgugdé.s SSon&eI 208 o form_er ESL
earners, some are active or retired ESL
professionals or CTESL students; some are
working full- time.

At the end of our conversation, | asked Jane
to share some of the success stories. She
has chosen Kaiza Mahamoud and her tutor
i Marlena Borg.

Kaiza is a woman in her thirties. She had
absolutely no schooling in her native
Somalia. She is unable to attend a regular
class because of a chronic illness.

For over two years Marlena has worked with
Kaiza every Saturday morning. She has
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taught Kaiza how to read and write. Kaiza
feels much more confident and is able to
take better care of herself.

Last year, Kaiza received a Canada Post
Literacy Award.

Contact information:

Some students have to wait longer than
others to be matched with a tutor, depending
on their location and schedule. Only
permanent residents are eligible for tutoring.
Many students and tutors stay in touch long
after the tutoring is over. This is a great
opportunity for both sides to learn from each
other and feel more attached to the
community.

English Language Tutoring for the Ottawa Community

#2011 153 Chapel St.
Ottawa, ON K1IN 1H5

Website Address:
http://www.eltoc.ca

Volunteer Opportunities at TESL Ottawa

Join your ESL colleagues, meet new people, network and share a skill or learn a new one.
Become a member at-large or member of the executive. The following position/s have
openings and may be filled by more than one persons.

X Members-at-Large

Training, mentorship and supplies are provided to make your experience with and contribution

to the organization a positive one.

You can reach us via e-mail at: teslottawa@gmail.com

We look forward to hearina from voul!

Visit our website athttp://www.teslottawa.ca
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Conference Reports From The Joan White Bursary Recipients

Language for a Changing World
Observations and Contemplations on the 37Annual TESL Conference

| would like to begin by thanking those at
TESL Ottawa who, with the endowment of
the Joan White Bursary, made my
attendance at the 37th Annual TESL
Ontario Conference possible. It has long
been a goal of mine to become a Teacher of
English as a Second Language and every
opportunity to advance this goal has been
very special to me.

| arrived at the registration tables early on
Thursday morning and was glad to have
beaten the crowds. The Sheraton Centre in
downtown Toronto was a very busy place. |
was happy to immediately meet some ESL
teachers from Kingston Literacy where | had
done my last practicum assignment. It
always surprises me that the TESL
community is such a close-knit group of
like-minded individuals. These teacher with
whom | had spent only a few weeks, were
like old friends. It seems that all my
experiences to date, where | have met and
worked with other ESL teachers, have had
this camaraderie in common. Using my
ROOM Location Guide, | navigated to the
6Yor ko
Case Study Application of Learner Uptake
and Error.

As it turned out the session had been
changed, much to my delight, to a workshop
on TOEFL iBT (Test of English as a
Foreign Language i internet Based Test).
This was serendipitous for me, as | had
come to the conference with an interest in

room where | At ho

the test that | hoped to have satisfied.
Doug Ronson gave the presentation and, as
there were only six of us at the session, we
were able to participate actively. After a
workshop on how grading was
accomplished, what was expected of the
student taking the test and the TOEFL iBT
speaking rubrics, Doug presented us with
several examples of actual past tests using
audio files and we were asked to grade them
and explain our grade decisions. Everyone
in the group was accurate to within 1 score
level and several of us accurately scored
these examples. | think the result was a very
positive endorsement to the session and the
success with which Doug had been able to
transfer the expectations and grading criteria
to us. We came away from the session with
an invaluable Manual and CD ROM
(normally something you would have to
purchase) and other useful literature. A very
useful workshop conducted expertly by
Doug Ronson. Doug even emailed me the
Power Point Presentation, a resource | will
keep on file for future use.

Algndsttwithiout exeeptiont the warkshopsnadd
sessions that | observed and or participated
in were an excellent and positive resource to
me as an aspiring ESL teacher. The exhibits
and exhibitors were interesting and useful
and | came away from the exhibition halls
with several new teaching tools and many
contacts. The real value of the experience
however was the conference in a more
general sense. It was about being inspired

Visit our website athttp://www.teslottawa.ca
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and motivated. It was about being among
your colleagues and friends gathered

Music for ESL Neurons )

Eighteen years home educating my six
children had convinced me that music was
an effective teaching tool in the classroom
before | entered this workshop. | came way
with great ideas from presenters Susan
Blakelock and Jane Batterink and will limit
this summary to three different songs they
used to demonstrate how to practice
intensive listening, form questions and tag
questions in the ESL classroom and
scientific research undergirding why the use
of music is so effective in the classroom.

Do you remember a song that brings you
back to a certain place and time?

Guess The Tune?

| Beethovendés C Mi
I Rhapsody in Blue

I All You Need is Love - Beatles

I Stand By Your Man

I I Heard It Through The Grape Vine

I American Woman i The Guess Who

nor

together with a common purpose, sharing in
experiences and being immersed in the tools
of the trade. Thanks again to those that
made this experience possible.

By: Michael Rousseau

-

Al ()

Did any of these sunys evuke memories of
the past?

Using music in the classroom can be very
powerful. Research in the field shows that
when the brain lays down one memory, it
often lays down another associated with it.

Listening to music activates emotions and
long term memory. Listening to songs of the
past, especially if

a long time, opens the floodgates of memory.

Music increases dopamine; dopamine
improves mood. Music is also a helpful
memory aid in learning the alphabet. Iliad
and the Odyssey were transmitted orally
because the rhythm of music assisted
memory retention. In all societies, a primary
function of music is collective and communal,
to bring and bind people together. Music
provides built-in repetition. It helps to
partition language into meaningful chunks.
Music and language use similar brain
systems.

y O
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Reasons to use songs in the classroom:

I Songs are full of idiomatic language

I Interesting means of providing
repeated, intensive listening

| Emotional response stimulates
discussion of feelings and attitudes

I. The presenters read the beginning of a
story introducing the song Pretty Woman.
They separated the song into verses on
laminated index cards. A couple of things a
teacher could do with this song is to have the
students chart the mood of the singer: for
example, persuading, convincing,
resignation, optimism.

Have the students write or tell their version of
the story

Do mimes of the story.

Grammar lesson about imperative

[I. Are your students having trouble forming
guestions?

Try the song f rShow
B o a enditled Why Do | Love You?

Have vyour students listen to the song.
Complete the questions as you hear them.

[ll. Tag question practice song, for example:

I Donét Know Enough
Sung by Diana Krall

Last November | took a one week refresher
French Immersion course in Gatineau, PQ.

My Francophone instructor spent eight hours
a day for five days tutoring me to help
improve my French speaking skills. As |
reflect back on what | remember, only one
thing comes to mi
Rose! Voil aéthe power
Neurons!

By: Marian Holley

Music is the language of the Sot

Visit our website athttp://www.teslottawa.ca
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Summer Reading: Stories about Newcomers to Canada.

Roughing it in the Bush

By: Susanna Moodie

Can You Hear the Nightbird Call?

By: Anita Rau Badami

By Joan Brodie

Three generations ago, my teenaged
grandfather, employed as a cabin boy, came
to the United States by boat from Russia.
He made his way from Philadelphia to
Canada and worked in the fur trade before
switching to lumber and steel. His was the
newcomer narrative in our family. The
decision he made to leave Russia and stay in
Canada, clearly affected our family trajectory
for future generations. In some ways, his
former country always remained with him.
For example, when he drank tea, he would
put the sugar lumps in his cheek in the
Russian manner instead of stirring them in
the teacup North American style. | can now
understand the inner resources it must have
taken for him to come here and build a life,
and wish | knew more details of his story.

Reading stories about immigrants to Canada

from different cultures and times can be
fascinating and this summer, | chose two
books to read that focus on settlement
experiences. After reading both books back
to back, | was struck by similarities between
t h e mRoughing it in the Busho
Suzanna Moodie and A Can

You H@nada had, keen misrepresented. There

Nightbird Calld y BAnita Rau Badami are
both narratives about women newcomers
who recount physical hardship and mental
turmoil. They explore the theme of what it
may feel to live in one country and think of
another, to figuratively have a foot in two
worlds, and how this state may be resolved
or not. Also, these are stories about women
who use initiative to try to change their
circumstances.

ARoughing 1to, a Canadlj
the pre-Conf eder at i on -fidi@n3 0 g
N i g ht Bbsifictidnoalthough it takes place
during actual events, such as the 1947
partition of India and Pakistan as well as the

Air India crash in 1985.

When reading ARoughing
feel the black flies biting in the uncleared
woods near Peterborough. Susanna Moodie
tells of leaving a life of gentility in England to
emigrate. Back in England, Canada was
portrayed in glowing terms but when she, her
husband, and baby arrived she was
disappointed and believed that conditions in

Visit our website athttp://www.teslottawa.ca
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was hunger during the voyage, typhoid in
Quebec, and from her perspective, they had
uncouth new neighbours. Nevertheless, the
Moodies stayed and began their pioneer life.
They fished, hunted and grew food. If she
wanted tea, she had to use sage or mint that
she picked herself, or drink coffee instead
and grind up dandelion roots to make it. She
used her writing talents to bring in some
income and also tells how she wrote to the
governor to persuade him to keep her
husband employed. Over time, she became
less conflicted about their decision to come
to Canada

On the other hand, Bibi-ji, the main character
in Nightbird, was born into a rough existence
in India when the novel opens. As a young
girl, she was in a state of longing: she
yearned for luxuries such as soap to wash
with instead of using wood ash. She also
wanted to leave her poor home and go
somewhere else. In time, she took her
opportunity and married a man who was
moving to Canada. In Vancouver, with newly
developed business skills, they opened a
restaurant that prospered. At one point in the
story, she says she had amassed enough

money to build a complete house out of soap
if she wanted to. In spite of the end of
physical hardship for her, troubles would
appear in different forms. Sometimes she
was homesick for her former life and tired of
constantly dAstraddl:]

di fficulty c ame fro
generation. Her nephew, who she was
raising in Canada so he could have
advantages, fell under the influence of
extremists and became embroiled in the
politics of the old country.

Neither of these stories is set in twenty-first
century, contemporary Canada, yet some of
the themes from these books could remain
relevant now. Although the Canadian terrain
and conditions have changed, it can still be
difficult to arrive and begin a new life. The
challenges of achieving a comfortable
standard of living and an inner peace
continue to the present..
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TESL OTTAWA Workshop

Winter Warm-Up

Where: Immaculata High School
140 Main St.

When: Saturday A.M., February 27"
8:30 A.M. -12:45 P.M.

8:30 Registration, networking,
light breakfast with Island Fruit Salad
9:30 Workshops begin

TESL Ontario Certified Membership Application:

The Requirements and the Process
Reza Mazloom-Farzaghy, TESL Ontario Certification Coordinator

Language fo r Work: CLB and Essential Skills for ESL Instructors
Colette Pepin, Centre for Canadian Language Benchmarks Project Officer

Teaching Vocabulary: A Process Approach
Carolyn Wood, 2009 TESL Silver Pin for Service Excellence Recipient.

Admission: $10.00

Check out our website www.teslottawa.ca for current info on the latest newsletter, events,
and teachersbd resources.
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LI NC & ESL Students at S. Patrickos
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